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Thank you, Madame Speaker and Minister Berry.
I welcome and provide my whole-hearted support for this important Executive Motion in respect to abortion rights in the ACT.
And I welcome Minister Berry’s announcement of free abortion services for Canberrans.

I want to start by paying respect to anyone in the ACT who has had any experience or is affected by any matter relating to abortion. It is something that is highly individualised, traumatic, emotional, sensitive and personal. I want to acknowledge that I don’t believe it’s possible for anyone, other than the person or people involved in their own decision about abortion, to understand or comprehend the gravitas of any situation involving the termination of a pregnancy.

I also want to start by saying that abortion care is a basic human right.
In 2020 the World Health Organisation included ‘comprehensive abortion care’ in its list of essential health care services.
It is well known there are very dire consequences in countries and contexts where illegal abortions are carried out. 

Illegal and unsafe abortions
Amnesty International, a leading global human rights organisation, notes that, and I quote: “criminalising abortions does not stop abortions, it just makes abortion less safe”. Unquote.
According to the World Health Organisation, unsafe abortions are the third leading cause of maternal deaths worldwide and lead to an additional five million largely preventable disabilities per year.
The World Health Organisation further notes that, globally, six out of ten unintended pregnancies, and three out of ten of all pregnancies end in induced abortion. Of these abortions, around 46% are unsafe – primarily those that undertaken in developing countries and places where abortion is criminalised. 

I fear that unsafe pregnancies in the US will rise as a result of the Supreme Court decision to overthrow Roe versus Wade. And there is evidence to suggest this will be the case. The World Health Organisation reports that, and I quote: “evidence shows that restricting access to abortions does not reduce the number of abortions. However, it does affect whether the abortions that women and girls attain are safe and dignified. The proportion of unsafe abortions are significantly higher in countries with highly restrictive abortion laws than in countries with less restrictive laws”. Unquote.
Amnesty International notes that access to abortion is one of the most hotly contested topics globally and that the debate is – quote - “clouded by misinformation about the true ramifications of restricting access to this basic healthcare service”. Unquote.
I despair for women, girls and others in the US – and globally.

Over the last 25 years, Amnesty International reports that more than 50 countries have changed their laws to allow for greater access to abortion, largely in recognition of the vital role that access to safe abortion plays in protecting women’s lives and health.
It staggers me that it’s in this context, that a country like the US – one which we often consider aligned with, and akin to, the quality of life and values we hold in Australia – has reverted its laws and taken such a significant step backwards, by about 50 years, to such draconian and discriminatory measures. - Laws which, inherently and unfortunately, discriminate primarily against women and girls, as well as gender diverse people.

ACT response to Roe v Wade
The outcome of the recent Roe v Wade decision by the Supreme Court in the US is something which has sent shockwaves across the globe. It is something which has, quite rightly, forced us to look inwardly and assess what it might mean for our local Canberra community, and more broadly across Australia.

The decision in the US isn't likely to immediately impact Australia, but it does highlight how important it is that we continue pushing for universal, affordable access to abortion and for local rights.
Within Australia, people in all states and territories can have abortions without risk of criminal prosecution or proceedings. I’m intent that we keep it this way.

I welcome and commend the Assembly’s swift action to convene an Inquiry into abortion and reproductive choice in the ACT. The Inquiry’s terms of reference are comprehensive in considering legal rights, affordability, accessibility – including for marginalised and vulnerable people in our community, and the effectiveness of exclusion zones.
I encourage all members of the Canberra community to provide a submission by the fifteenth of August and have your say on this important matter.

This is an opportunity for us to do more in the ACT to improve access to abortion for all Australians, noting inequalities that exist, including for people who can’t financially afford the procedure, and people from diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds for whom there are other cultural barriers. There is also a stigma about abortion which remains a barrier for many people.
Again, I commend Minister Berry and the ACT Government on today’s announcement and the funding commitment of $4.6 million over four years – a commitment which will remove financial barriers to abortion in the ACT.

I want to ensure that we not only have safe, affordable and accessible abortion procedures available in the ACT, but also that appropriate support services are in place – including for the longevity for which they’re needed. Some people may need intensive support for a short period of time, and maybe intermittently thereafter. Others will need regular support for the duration of their lives according to their particular experience and trauma. We have existing non-judgemental counselling services available and that’s great. However, now is a good time to review the effectiveness of what’s already in place.

I am proud to be a part of the ACT Labor Party who, in the lead up to the 2020 election, made a commitment to significantly reduce the upfront cost of surgical abortion in the ACT, eliminating the cost difference between a medical or surgical abortion.

I look forward to seeing the public submissions that are made, and the range of perspectives, challenges and opportunities that are put forward in relation to the Assembly’s Inquiry into abortion and reproductive choice in the ACT.

I’m pleased to end on a positive note, with a quote from Marie Stopes Australia’s Head of Policy, Bonney Corbin, who has expressed confidence that Australia is tracking well in access to abortion and, I quote: “we are in such a good place to keep moving forward with reproductive rights in Australia. We could be leading the world in 2030 if we stick to that trajectory”. Unquote.

Thank you.
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